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Atoms 
 

 The atom is the basic unit of matter. 

 Elements are made up of atoms. 

 Atoms are made up of 3 subatomic particles: 
1. Neutrons (no charge) 
2. Protons (+) 
3. Electrons (-) 

 Atomic Number =  # Protons 

 Mass Number =  (# Neutrons) + (# Protons)  

 Neutrons and Protons are located in the nucleus of the atom. 

 Electrons are located at around the nucleus in energy levels 
 There are a maximum of 2 electrons in the 1st energy level 
 There are a maximum 8 electrons in the 2nd and 3rd energy levels 
 The number of protons is equal to the number of electrons in an atom. 

 
The electrons on the outermost energy level are called VALENCE ELECTRONS – these are be 

used when atoms bond with other atoms to make compounds. 
 
 

 
 
Directions: using the Periodic Table of Elements (on the back of this sheet), draw the atom for 
the element Ms. Murray has assigned you. 
 
Element: _______________________ 

Atomic #: ____ 

Mass #:    ____ 

 

# Protons:    ____ 

# Neutrons: ____ 

# Electrons: ____ 

  



 


